An outline of

BASIC BIBLE TRUTH: SANCTIFICATION

I. WHAT IS THE MEANING OF SANCTIFICATION?

A. Separation from evil or uncleanness

B. Dedication unto God 

C. Result: Holiness

II. WHEN DOES SANCTIFICATION TAKE PLACE?

A. Instantaneous

B. Progressive

C. Complete

III. WHAT ARE THE MEANS OF SANCTIFICATION?

A. The Divine stand point

1. God the Father

2. Jesus Christ the Son

3. The Holy Spirit

B. The human side

1. Active Faith

2. Jesus Christ the Son

3. The Holy Spirit

C. The methods used

1. The Bible-The Word of God

a. Reflects image of believer

b. Reflects image of Christ

c. A cleansing Agent

2. Faith

3. Chastisement

4. Testing

STUDY QUESTIONS

USE THESE STUDY QUESTIONS AS YOU STUDY THIS LESSON. Their answers will help you gain an insight into just a few of the many spiritual truths taught in this lesson.

1. What is Sanctification?

2. What does it mean to be holy?

3. What are the three time aspects of Sanctification?

4. What are the means of Sanctification?

5. What part does the Holy Spirit play in our Sanctification?

6. Can man be sanctified against his own will?

7. How does faith sanctify?

8. How does the Word of God sanctify?

9. What part does testing have in our Sanctification?

MANY OF THE SCRIPTURE REFERENCES IN THIS LESSON ARE LEFT BBLANK FOR THE STUDENT TO LOCATE IN THE BIBLE AND WRITE IN. QUOTE THE WHOLE VERSE OR VERSES ASKED FOR.

NOTE

In the lesson text we have shown our respect by beginning pronouns

and attributes referring to Deity with capital letters.

Your Bible may not capitalize these.

Emphasis used in some Scripture quotations are the author’s.

SANCTIFICATION

CALLED UNTO HOLINESS

I. WHAT IS THE MEANING OF SANCTIFICATION?

Sanctification is the setting apart of a person or thing from sin unto God. With a person, the result is a life of holiness. It is the perfecting （bringing to maturity）of holiness wrought in the life of the believer who desires to yield his life to God to be cleansed and to be set apart unto Him. Sanctification is God’s way of conforming your character and conduct to the image （the likeness）of Christ.

When one is justified, he declared righteous by God the Father. Justification is something God does for you. But Sanctification is something God does in you. Justification puts you in the right relationship to God, and Sanctification manifests the fruit of that blessed relationship. The fruit, or result, is shown by separation from evil along with a dedication unto God.

The thought in the word ”sanctify” originally meant “to cut.” Sanctification, then, is His method of cutting you out of the world and the world’s evil out of you. It involves a separation from evil, a dedication unto God, and a holy life.

SEPARATION FROM EVIL

SEPARATION TO GOD

A. Separation from evil or uncleanness

First, look at some Old Testament passages in which Sanctification is mentioned. When Hezekiah became king over Judah, the house of the Lord had been forsaken. The fromer king, Ahaz, was a wicked, idolatrous king. Because of his vile idol worship, he provoked the Lord to anger. Ahaz closed the doors of the house of the Lord（II Chronicles 28:24）, and he destroyed the vessels which were used in the worship of God. To make matters worse, he built altars in every corner of Jerusalem and in many cities of Judah. On these altars, incense was burned to other gods. The people, following the example of their king, were living in deepsin.

Hezekiah immediately set about to reopen the house of God so that the people might again worship Jehovah. Calling the priests and Levites （the spiritual leaders）together, he said: “Hear me, ye Levites, sanctify now yourselves, and sanctify the house of the Lord God of your fathers, and carry forth the filthiness out of the holy place”（II Chronicles 29:5）. “And they gathered their brethren, and sanctified themselves, and came, according to the commandment of the king, by the words of the Lord, to cleanse the house of the Lord. And the priests went into the inner part of the house of the Lord, to cleanse it, and brought out all the uncleanness that they found in the temple of the Lord into the court of the house of the Lord. And the Levites took it, to carry it out abroad into the brook Kidron. Now they began on the first day of the first month to sanctify, and on the eighth day of the month came they to the porch of the Lord: so they sanctified the house of the Lord in eight days; and in the sixteenth day of the first month they made an end. Then they went in to Hezekiah the king, and said, We have cleansed all the house of the Lord, and the alter of burnt offering, with all the vessels thereof , and the showbread table, with all the vessels thereof. Moreover all the vessels, which king Ahaz in his reign did cast away in his transgression, have we prepared and sanctified, and behold, they are before the altar of the Lord”（II Chronicles 29:15-19）.

Here it is easily seen that the word “Sanctification” if used with the meaning of cleansing from evil or uncleanness-first the cleansing of the Levites, then the cleansing of the temple. Verse 15 years, “They …sanctified themselves”; that is, they separated themselves from evil deeds. Undoubtedly, evil thoughts were also put out of their minds so that they could be filled with thoughts from God. With this personal Sanctification（cleansing）completed, the Levites were now ready to sanctify, or to set apart, all that was evil from the house of God. This they did by removing everything that belonged to idolatry-all that was vile, filthy, and unbecoming to the place of worship.

This is not the only time, however, that the house of God needed cleansing. In Matthew 21, Jesus went into the temple and “cast out all them that sold and bought in the temple, and overthrew the tables of the money changers.” He sanctified the sense that all that defiled and corrupted God’s house was driven out （separated）from it.

B. Dedication unto God

Separation from evil is only part of Sanctification. There must be a separation unto-a dedication unto-God. A person, a place, or a thing set apart for the exclusive service of God is said to be sanctified. There are many accounts in Scripture where houses were sanctified. “And when a man shall sanctify his house to be holy unto the Lord, then the priest shall estimate it, whether it be good or bad: as the priest shall estimate it, so shall it stand”（Leviticus 27:14）. Solomon built the house of the Lord according to the instructions he received from God. When it was finished, God’s approval was voiced in these words: “Now have I chosen and sanctified this house, that my name may be there for ever: and mine eyes and mine heart shall be there perpetually”（II Chronicles 7:16）.

Likewise, men who are set apart for the service of the Lord are said to be sanctified. Jeremiah was sanctified（set apart for the service of the Lord）before he was born. “Before I formed thee in the belly I knew thee; and before thou camest forth out of the womb I sanctified thee, Jesus was sanctified by the Father when He was set apart for the work of Redemption: “Whom the Father hath sanctified, and sent into the world”（John 10:36a）. In John 17:19, Jesus said: “I sanctify myself, that they also might be sanctified through the truth.” The truth set forth in this verse is that living a life of holiness as our example, Jesus set Himself apart from the world. You must remember, though, that an example does not save, but it does set up a standard, a rule of living, that should be followed by each believer. Thus, you see that Sanctification is also a separation, a dedication, unto God.

C. Holiness

When a man is separated from evil or uncleanness and is dedicated unto God, he is said to be holy. To be holy means to be free from all defilement-pure. “God is holy,” means, “God is absolutely pure.” The truth that God is holy is a fundamental truth of the Bible. The essential moral nature of God is holiness.

In the Scriptures, holiness is commanded. Leviticus 11:43-45 says, “Ye shall not make yourselves abominable with any creeping thing that creepeth, neither shall ye make yourselves unclean with them, that ye should be defiled thereby. For I an the Lord your God: ye shall therefore sanctify yourselves, and ye shall be holy; for I am holy: neither shall ye defile yourselves with any manner of creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth. For I am the Lord that bringeth you up out of the land of Egypt, to be your God: ye shall therefore be holy, for I am holy.”
Here it is seen that God commanded the children of Israel to sanctify themselves. Then they would be holy. By their not touching the unclean or the defiled, and by their desire to serve God alone, they would be known as a holy people.

I Peter 1:15-16 says, “But as he which hath called you is holy, so be ye holy; in all manner of conversation; Because it is written, By ye holy, for I am holy.” You, too, as a Christian, are to be free from defilement and “touch not the unclean thing.” “Reckon【count】ye also yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto God through Jesus Christ our Lord”（Romans 6:11）. “Neither yield ye your members as instruments of unrighteousness unto sin: but yield yourselves unto God”（Romans 6:13）. You are to set your affections on things above （Colossians 3:1-2）. As you daily count yourself dead to sin and alive unto God, you are obeying the command, “Be ye holy.” This command is given to all believers, in the New Testament as well as the Old. Holiness is the result of Sanctification-being cleansed from sin and dedicated unto God. When you are Born Again, you become a partaker of the divine nature（II Peter 1:4）. This new nature desires that which is right, pure, just and undefiled. As God sanctifies you and as you sanctify yourself, holiness-God’s own moral nature-is formed in you. You become a holy people, “zealous of good works”（Titus 2:14）. God through Sanctification makes you holy. （Ephesians 1:4）” 

                                                   .” Therefore, those who are Born Again are commanded to live holy lives. To live a holy life, our every word, thought and deed must be under the control of the Holy Spirit.

II. WHEN DOES SANCTIFICATION TAKE PLACE?

In this study, Sanctification will be seen in three aspects-instanta-neous（immediate）, progressive（gradual）, and complete（final）

.

A. The instantaneous or immediate part of Sanctification takes place at the new birth

Sanctification is instantaneous in the sense that the very moment a man believes in Jesus Christ, accepting him as Savior, he is set apart unto God. Both holiness and freedom from sin begin at the new birth. By accepting Christ, a person gets a new standing in morality and behavior-holiness. At the new birth he is made to be righteous in the sight of God, because of the offering of the body of the Lord Jesus Christ. “By the which will we are sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all…For by one offering he hath perfected for ever them that are sanctified and justified”（Hebrews 10:10, 14）.

Writing to he believers at Corinth who had previously worshipped idols and indulged in almost every known sin, the Apostle Paul declared that they were now both sanctified and justified.

“And such were some of you: but ye are washed, but ye are sanctified, but ye are justified in the name of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of our God”（I CORINTHIANS 6:11）. THE Bible does not wait until after a believer is dead, or until Sanctification is complete, to call him a saint. A person is saint, according to the Word of God, the moment he is Born Again. Note the way Paul addresses the Christians at Corinth: “Unto the church of God which is at Corinth, to them that are sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be saints, with all that in every place call upon the name of Jesus Christ our Lord”（I Corinthians 1:2）. You will note that in your Bible the words “to be” are in italics. This means that these words were added by those who translated the Bible from Greek into English to make it read more smoothly. It should be read, “…to them that are sanctified in Christ Jesus, CALLED SAINTS.” The same thing occurs in Romans 1:7, “To all that be in Rome, beloved of God, called to be saints.”
Every believer is saint and is sanctified in the sense that he is set apart from sin unto God the moment he believes. In the new birth God not only justifies a believer but ushers him into a state of Sanctification. This stage is only the but ushers him into a state of Sanctification; not INTO Sanctification.

“But of him are ye in Christ Jesus, who of God is made unto us wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption: That, according as it is written, He that glorieth, let him glory in the Lord”（I Corinthians 1:30-31）. God’s demands for a holy life are met through Christ and it is only through Christ that a believer can become all that God wants him to be. When a person accepts Christ as Savior, that person’s sin is exchanged for Christ’s righteousness. Thus a believer is called a saint because Christ is made Sanctification and holiness to him. Chrsit becomes his holiness. 

B. Progressive（ongoing）aspect of Sanctification

This part of Sanctification takes place during the entire life of the believer. It must be remembered that Sanctification is only started in the new-birth experience. The new birth does not make Sanctification complete any more than the birth of a baby makes a man. Birth looks forward to and anticipates growth.（II Peter 3:18）”    

                                                            .”
You “are changed into the same image from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord’（II Corinthians 3:18b）. The above verse could be well translated: You are of character to another, or from on height of glory to another. In other words, you are growing in Sanctification.

The words, “increase” and “more” suggest growth. “And the Lord make you to increase and abound in love one toward another, and toward all men, even as we do toward you”（I Thessalonians 3:12）. “Furthermore then we beseech you, brethren, and exhort you by the Lord Jesus, that as ye have received of us how ye ought to walk and to please God, so ye would abound more and more…But as touching brotherly love ye need not that I write unto you: for ye yourselves are taught of God to love one another. And indeed ye do it toward all the brethren which are in all Macedonia: but we beseech you, brethren, that ye increase more and more”（I Thessalonians 4:1, 9-10）.

There are many crises（events）in the life of the believer which should be followed by a greater growth in holiness. When one is Born Again, however, or surrenders and dedicates his life, or has any spiritual experience that brings him closer to God, he must realize that this experience in itself is not Sanctification. Each of these crises is a stepping stone that will enable the believer to keep growing in Sanctification. Biblical Sanctification is far deeper than emotion. It touches even more than the feelings. True Sanctification is the perfecting of holiness in the believer through the working of the Holy Spirit. This work of the Holy Spirit will be discussed later. 

This progressive aspect of Sanctification is what the Bible calls ’’perfecting holiness.’’ It is described in II Corinthians 7:1as the cleansing from the filthiness of the flesh and spirit. 

God’s Purpose for the Believer: 

To Walk in the Likeness of Christ

The plan and purpose of God for every believer is that he might walk in the likeness of Christ. ”And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some pastors and teachers; for the perfecting of the saints… “（Ephesians 4:11,12）. The word” perfecting” in this passage suggests progressing, growing, equipping, or bringing to maturity of holiness. Holiness does not usually grow overnight. It is not attained by creeds or deeds. Holiness is often a slow growth. A little-by-little, step-by-step growth takes place as the Holy Spirit points out sin in one’s life and as confession is made to God. True confession is always accompanied by repentance. He promised that,（I John 1:9）”             

                                                           . “
Therefore, a believer who is under the Holy Spirit’s control and truly confesses a sin stops practicing it.

C. Complete future expression of Sanctification

Complete Sanctification speaks of that complete or final part of Sanctification which takes place in the believer when Christ comes again. “And the very God of peace sanctify you wholly; and I pray God your whole spirit and soul and body be preserved blameless unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ”（I Thessalonians 5:23）. The word “wholly” means complete in every part, perfect in every respect. At Christ’s coming again, every believer will receive a new body; this body will be perfect in every way. In addition, he will be mature, possessing every Christian grace. “And the Lord make you to increase and abound in love one toward another…To the end he may stablish your hearts unblemeable in holiness before God , even our Father, at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ with all his saints”（I Thessalonians 3:12-13）.

The Bible declares that when the believer sees Jesus, he will be like Him. “Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not ye appear what we shall be: but we know that, when he shall appear, we shall be like him; for we shall see him as he is”（I John 3:2）.

Note that Sanctification is an experience that is never finished in this life, and never will be, until we see Christ face to face, and are transformed completely into His image. Until then, we continue to grow to ward our ideal-the Lord Jesus Christ. Paul spoke of this in Philippians 3:12-14: “Not as though I had already attained, either were already perfect: but follow after, if that I may apprehend that for which also I am apprehended of Christ Jesus. Brethren, I count not myself to have apprehended: but this one thing I do, forgetting those things which are before, I press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus. ”At His coming again, our Sanctification will be completed: “For our conversation is in heaven; is in heaven; from whence also we look for the Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ: Who shall change our vile body, that it may be fashioned like unto his glorious body, according to the working whereby he is able even to subdue all things unto himself”（Philippians 3:20,21）.

III. WHAT ARE THE MEANS OF SANCTIFICATION?

How are men sanctified? The means and methods used to conform the Christian to the likeness of Christ will be studied here. First will be seen:

A. The Divine standpoint

        The Divine side includes the work of the entire Godhead-the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. Please keep in mind that the Godhead works together; they do not  work independently of each other in their perfecting of holiness in the believer.

1. God the Father

“And the very God of peace sanctify you wholly… Faithful is he that calleth you, who also will do it”（I Thessalonians 5:23-24）. “Jude, the servant of Jesus Christ, and brother of James, to them that are sanctified by God the Father”（Jude 1）.（Philippians 1:6）”               

                                                  .” The One Who gave Faith to the believer in the first place is also the One Who will bring it to maturity and perfection. 

Even though Faith is a gift, it must be received, for God never gives anything against our own will. He is the one who works out holiness in a life, but He cannot do so without the full cooperation of the individual. “Wherefore, my beloved, as ye have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now much more in my absence, work out your own salvation with and to do of his good pleasure”（Philippians 2:12-13）.

In the prayer of intercession for His disciples, Jesus prayed to the Father saying, “Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is truth”（John 17:17）.

2. Jesus Christ the Son

Because Christ “bore our sins in his own body on the tree,” every born-again person can be dead to sin and alive unto righteousness. Christ shed His precious blood in full payment of the penalty for all sin, and by His blood cleansing is obtained. Thus, God is able in the new birth to start the work of Sanctification. At the same time that the believer is being cleansed and separated from sin, Christ begins forming holiness in him. “By the which will we are sanctified through the offering of the boy of Jesus Christ once for all”（Hebrews 10:10）.

The same truth is taught regarding the Sanctification of the church, based on the sacrificial death of Christ, in Ephesians 5:25-27, “Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the church, and gave himself for it; That he might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water by the word, That he might present it to himself a glorious church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it should be holy and without blemish.”（Hebrews 13:12）”                        

                                                    .”
3. The Holy Spirit

The Holy Spirit is the executor of the Godhead and the agent through Whom the Trinity works.（The word “Holy” refers to His essential moral character. Therefore, He is Holy in Himself.）One of His purposes is to produce holiness in the life of every believer.

The moment a person is Born Again, the Holy spirit begins His work of Sanctification（setting apart from sin unto God）. Paul refers to this work in Romans 15:16: “That I should be the minister of Jesus Christ to the Gentiles, ministering the gospel of God, that the offering up of the Gentiles might be acceptable, being sanctified by the Holy Ghost.” （The Holy Ghost is the same person as the Holy Spirit.）The Apostle Paul also refers to the sanctifying work of the Holy Spirit in writing to the Corinthian Christians: “And such were some of you: but ye are washed, but ye are sanctified, but ye are justified in the name of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of our God”（I Corinthians 6:11）.

Note how the following Scriptures refer to the Holy Spirit as the agent of Sanctification. “Elect according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, through sanctification of the Spirit, unto obedience and sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ: Grace unto you, and peace, be multiplied”（I Peter 1:2）. “But we are bound to give thanks always to God for you, brethren beloved of the Lord, because God hath from the beginning chosen you to salvation through sanctification of the Spirit, and belied of the Truth”（II Thessalonians 2:13）.

It is the Holy Spirit Who fights against the lust of flesh. Through Him you are able to gain the victory, and at the same time, He will bring forth in you fruit unto righteousness. This battle is described in Galatians 5:17-23. “For the flesh lusteth against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh: and these are contrary the one to the other: so that ye cannot do the things that ye would. But if ye be led of the Spirit, ye are not under the law. Now the works of the flesh are manifest, which are these; Adultery, fornication, uncleanness, lasciviousness, Idolatry, witchcraft, hatred,  variance, emulations, wrath, strife, seditions, heresies, Envyings, murders, drunkenness, revelings, and such like: of the which I tell you before, as I have also told you in time past, that which do【practice】such things shall not inherit the kingdom of God. But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, Meekness, temperance: against such there is no law.”
The seventh chapter of Romans describes the unsuccessful human struggle against indwelling sin. Paul states that the things he knows he should do, he finds that he cannot do because he has no power in himself to accomplish them. Likewise, the things that he should not do, he finds himself doing because he has no power to abstain. The chapter seems to end in a dilemma, verse 25, “So then with the mind I myself serve the law of God; but with the flesh the law of sin. “The word “mind” as used in Romans 7:23 and 25 denotes the new nature which is received at the new birth. It is contrasted with “the flesh,” the principle of evil which dominates fallen man. Romans 7gives a picture of a defeated Christian. The Holy Spirit has not yet been presented. In fact, he is not mentioned even once in the chapter. But in chapter 8 there is victory, because He has been given freedom to work. In fact, the Holy Spirit is mentioned sixteen times in that chapter. All of the defeats of Chapter 7 are turned into victory by the Holy Spirit. He gives the believer not only the power to do the things he should, but also the power to keep from doing the things he should not do. Remember, He will never work in your life unless He is allowed to. Then He gives you the power to turn your defeats into victory. This is His work of producing holiness. This holiness is the result of the Holy Spirit’s sanctifying you-He convicts you of sin, you confess it, and renew your dedication to God.（Romans 8:13）”   

                                                    .”
B. The human side

1. Faith

a. Appropriation

“B ut of him are ye in Christ Jesus, who of God is made unto us wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption”（I Corinthians 1:30）. Christ is all of these to the believer, but these-wisdom, righteousness, Sanctification and Redemption-only become a reality when the believer learns how to appropriate them for himself（make them his own）.

Every Christian must learn how to use the law of appropriation before he can experience Sanctification. Appropriation is a very common law found throughout the Bible. In fact, no one has ever been saved without using it , although it is not likely that appropriation was understood when you received God’s gift of salvation. Appropriation simply means to take for yourself something that is offered. This study will be limited to how the believer can put appropriation to use in holy living.

Abraham was one of the first to appropriate for himself what God had promised to give. Through the divine commentary of Hebrews 11, we learn that Abraham did not see the completion of these promises while he lived, yet he embraced them（took them for himself.）Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob “all died in faith, not having received the promises, but having seen them afar off, and were persuaded of them, and embraced them, and confessed that they were strangers and pilgrims on the earth”（Hebrews 11:13）.

EVERY BELIEVER MUST FIRST TAKE THE

PROMISES OF GOD BY FAITH BEFORE

HE CAN EXPECT TO EXPERIENCE THE REALITY.

Joshua was one who experienced the reality of the promise originally made to Abraham, but he too, first had to take it by faith. The promise was made to Joshua in chapter 1, verse 3, of the book that bears his name. “Every place that the sole of your foot shall tread upon, that have I given unto you, as I said unto Moses.” The following is proof that Joshua experienced the reality. “And the Lord gave them restround about, according to all that he sware unto their fathers: and there stood not a man of all their enemies before them; the Lord delivered all their enemies into their hand. There failed not aught of any good thing which the Lord had spoken unto the house of Israel; all came to pass”（Joshua 21:44-45）.

By embracing the promises of Faith that God has given to you as a believer, you, too, will be able to say joyously, “In my life, all came to pass.” Remember,（Romans 15:4）”                      

                                                  .”
b. Reckoning

Any study of the doctrine of Sanctification would be incomplete without a practical application from the sixth chapter of Romans. “Know ye not, that so many【all】of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized into his death? Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, so even we also should walk in newness of life. For if we have been planted together in the likeness of his death, we shall be also in the likeness of his resurrection: Knowing this, that our old man is crucified with him, that the body of sin might be destroyed, that henceforth we should not serve sin. For he that dead is freed from sin. Now if we be dead with Christ, we believe that we shall also live with him: Knowing that Christ being raised from the dead dieth no more; death hath no more dominion over him. For in that he died, he died unto sin once: But in that he liveth, he liveth unto God. Likewise reckon【count as true in your own life】ye also yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto God through Jesus Christ our Lord”（Romans 6:3-11）.

In reality, verse 11 is divine call to an act of faith. You are to count yourself dead with Christ unto sin. A dead person does not react to temptation. There is no method of communication by which the temptation may reach him. According to verse 6, your old man-that is, the fallen human nature-was crucified with Jesus. But the trouble is that Satan, who is the father of all lies, tells you that the old man was not crucified. He tempts you to live after the desires of the human nature, stating that these desires come from the old man who is alive.

Satan’s lies are so convincing that one is prone to believe a lie rather than the Word of God which says that, “our old man is crucified with him【Christ】”（Romans 6:6a）. “Ye are dead”（Colossians 3:3a）. it is said of Christ,（I Peter 2:24）”                                    

                                                    .”
In Christ you can live in the Spirit, but Satan desires to tempt you and to make you live n the flesh, in sin. Satan would discourage you because you sin. He would have you give up and quit the fight of faith. Also, he beguiles you into thinking that the best things in life are found in sin and not in Christ. By faith you must count as true the Word of God, appropriating Romans 6:6 as your own. Then you will be dead to sin and will live in the spirit victoriously. Next, remind Satan that he is the father of all lies and that you prefer to believe the Bible. It will be necessary for you to appropriate, for your very own, these promises every time Satan tempts you. Start doing this today, every time Satan tempts you, whether it be six or sixty times.

God has seemingly made men creatures of habit. Once a thing is done, the easier it is to do it the next time. In the future it is still easier, until, finally, these things are done with little consciousness of doing them. Because of this ease in forming habits, you must realize the importance of starting off on the right foot, of making the right decisions, of having the right purposes. “As a man thinketh in his heart, so is he. “Your actions-what you do-are the result of the intents, the purposes of your heart. This has been pointedly and truly expressed in the saying: 

Sow a thought, and you reap an act;

Sow an act, and you reap a habit;

Sow a habit, and you reap a character;

Sow a character, and you reap a destiny.

Therefore, since habits are so easily fromed, it is all the more important to “reckon ye also yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto God through Jesus Christ our Lord. Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal body, that ye should obey it in the lusts thereof. Neither yield ye your members as instruments of unrighteousness unto sin: but yield yourselves unto God, as those that are alive from the dead, and your members as instruments of righteousness unto God”（Romans 6:11-13）. “Know ye not, that to whom ye yield yourselves servants to obey, his servants ye are to whom ye obey; whether of sin unto death, or obedience unto righteousness?” （Romans 6:16）.

Have you actually counted yourself as dead to sin? Many Christians try to hold on to the sins of the world with on hand, and with the other hand they attempt to grasp the things of God. Are you doing this? If you are, there will never be any joy, deep happiness, or real victory in your life. If this is true of you, make your decision now. Decide, purpose in your heart, that you are dead to sin, that you will not yield to sin, and that you are going to obey God. Do that which is right, and be a servant of righteousness. You will fall at times, but, “If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness”（I John 1:9）. Remember, “to whom ye yield yourselves servants to obey, his servants ye are…”（Romans 6:16）.

There is another phase to this practical application which is just as vital as reckoning yourself dead to sin. You must also reckon yourself “alive unto God” verse 11. where there is life, normally there is feeling, communion, and fellowship. You must associate yourself with Christ in resurrection, as in death. For He now lives in you. You are now alive unto God; so put it into practice. Show the Lord by your obedience （John 14:21）that you love Him; thank Him for salvation, for victories won, for all that He has done for you. Ask Him to make you sensitive to sin, quick to confess, and honest with yourself, as well as with others. Learn to appropriate for yourself all that Christ promised to give. From man’s viewpoint, the height of your Sanctification will be equal to the extent you take his promises for your self. Therefore, to live a holy life, you must take his yourself not only dead to sin, but also alive unto God and righteous ness through obedience to Him.

2. Man’s free will

There is another factor that has to do with the human side of Sanctification. It is the act of the will. When God created man, He gave him a free will to exercise as he so desires. God may plead with him through the Holy Spirit, but He does not step over that boundary line of man’s free will. In a very real sense, we are as sanctified and holy as we want to be . even though Sanctification is a work of the Triune God, He never works in a life unless allowed to do so. So you and you alone are responsible for yielding your life to God.（Romans 12:1）”                                       

                                                        .”
（We saw this same principle above, quoted in Romans 6:13.）”Mortify 【put to death】there fore your members which are upon the earth; fornication, uncleanness, inordinate affection, evil concupiscence, and covetousness, which is idolatry…But now ye also put off all these; anger, wrath, malice, blasphemy and filthy communication out of your mouth. Lie not one to another, seeing ye have put off the old man with his deeds; And have put on the new man, which is renewed in knowledge after the image of him that created him…Put on there fore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, bowels of mercies, kindness, humbleness of mind, meekness, long suffering...And above all these things put on charity【love】, which is the bond of perfectness【maturity】” （Colossians 3:5, 8-10, 12, 14）.

Love Binds All of the Fruit of the Spirit Together

           Truly, it is love that binds all of the fruit of the Spirit together. Therefore, it might be said that love is the sing of Sanctification. If a person does not manifest love, it is very likely he knows little or nothing of the reality of Sanctification.

c. The methods used

1. The Word of God sanctifies

a. The Scriptures reflect the image of the believer

Every believer should read the Word of God daily, asking the Holy Spirit to reveal its truth and apply its teaching to his own heart. When reading is accompanied by obedience, the Word becomes and aid to Sanctification. The Bible is pictured as mirror. When a believer looks into it, “he is like unto a man beholding his natural face in a glass【mirror】

        （James 1:23）. As he reads the Word, he sees the extent to which he has failed to reckon the old man dead unto sin. Imperfections, shortcomings, and sins are brought to light. When the reflected image shows trace of the old man, the natural man, it reseals the further need of Sanctification.

b. The Scriptures reflect the image of Christ 

There is another image, besides the image of the believer, that is seen in the the Word. Unlike the image of the believer, which may change form time to time, this image never changes because it is a perfect image-a true picture of Christ. The Holy Spirit seeks through the Word of God to make the two images alike. Since the image of Christ cannot change because He is perfect and therefore the perfect standard, the image of the believer must be changed to conform to the image of Christ.

As the Christian sees where his own image is marred by sin, he must confess that sin according to I John 1:9, which says: “If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” As the believer sees the image of Christ revealed in the Scriptures, the Holy Spirit gradually transforms him into that image.（II Corinthians 3:18）”                                  

                                                   .”
These are some of the ways in which the Holy Spirit uses the Word to sanctify the believer.

c. The Word of God is also spoken of as a cleansing agent which sets us apart from sin

“Wherewithal shall a young man cleanse his way? by taking heed thereto according to thy word…Thy word have I hid in mine heart, that I might not sin against thee”（Psalm 119:9, 11）. “Now ye are clean through the word which I have spoken unto you”（John 15:3）.

2. An active Faith sanctifies

Our savior, the Lord Jesus Christ, used many parables. He used these stories to illustrate the truth He was teaching so That every one could understand. Christian writers today use stories and illustrations so their readers may fully grasp the truth. By picturing the Christian life as the stairway of holy living that leads from the author to understand the doctrine of Sanctification. Entrance into this holy life is through the new birth. Faith is a dominant factor in this entrance, as well as in every step that is later taken. Knowing the fact that Jesus Christ died on the cross to pay the penalty for your sins, you, by faith, received Him as your Savior. This same faith began the work of Sanctification. “As ye have therefore received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk ye in him”（Colossians 2:6）. But unless you exercise more faith, you will remain on that first step, which is the position of a babe in Christ. For if it continues for a long time, it becomes the position of carnal Christian.

Romans 12:1 and 2 make this progression clear: “I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service. And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect will of God.”
God’s plan and purpose for every believer is that he will “come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect 【mature, full-grown】man unto the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ” （Ephesians 4:13）. Another way of expressing the purpose of God for every believer is found in the words of the Apostle Paul written to the young Christians at Galatia. Galatians 4:19: “My little children, of whom I travail in birth again until Christ be formed in you.” God uses every means at His disposal to encourage Christians to seek a higher position on the stairway of holy living.

3. Chastisement sanctifies

God often chastens（punishes for correction）the believer for sin. This chastening is for his own good, in order that he will not desire to walk in sin. Thus, chastening also becomes a means of Sanctification. When chastened, the believer immediately should desire to be cleansed and to proceed to a higher step. This higher step is reached by faith after confession is made according to I John 1:9.（See quoted on page 16.）

To distinguish between a Christian and one who, though calling himself a Christian, has never believed unto salvation, there is a principle set forth in Scripture.（Revelation 3:19）”                               

                                                     .”
“for whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth, and scourgeth every son whom he receiveth. If ye endure chastening, God dealeth with you as with sons; for what son is he whom the father chasteneth not? But if ye be without chastisement, where of all are partakers, then are ye bastards, and not sons”（Hebrews 12:6-8）. All chastisement is for our good. On the other hand, if a person continues in sin and is not chastened of the Lord, it is a good indication that he has never been Born Again. Just as you would not punish your neighbor’s children, God does not correct the devil’s children. It is clear from John 8:37-47 that those who have not been Born Again are the devil’s children.

Your attitude regarding chastening is very important. If you yield to the Father, confess your sin, and repent, your faith will be enlarged. Then you can advance a step higher. But if you rebel, refusing to confess and repent, there must be more chastening. The chastening will increase more and more until there is repentance. God cannot and does not tolerate sin in His children. Sometimes it is necessary to take a believer out of this world through death in order to stop him from dishonoring God. See Romans 6:16, “            

                                                        .”
It is the duty of every Christian to examine carefully his own attitude toward the chastening of the Father, lest chastisement fail in its purpose of bringing him farther from sin and closer to the Father. 

4. Testing sanctifies

Testing is another means used to encourage our advance up the stairway of life. Remember, God never tempts His children to do evil.（See James 1:13.）But He does permit things to come into their lives to test them. ”Wherein ye greatly rejoice, though now for a season, if need be, ye are in heaviness through manifold temptations[testings]”（I Peter 1:6）. He continues （verse 7）: “That the trial of your faith, being much more precious than of gold that perisheth, though it be tried with fire, might be found unto praise and honour and glory at the appearing of Jesus Christ.”
Both chastisement and testing often have the same result-separation, from evil, unto God. For this reason it is sometimes hard to tell whether a brother is being tested or punished for sin. There is, however, no question on the part of the one who is going through the experience. Chastisement is accompanied by conviction of sin. Therefore, you be very careful not to judge a brother who is going through a difficult time and who seems to be on a step lower than you. Unjust judgment is sin, and sin must be punished. ”Judge not, that ye be not judged. For with what judgment ye judge, ye shall be judged: and with what measure ye mete, it shall be measured to you again”（Matthew 7:1,2）. Perhaps the victory gained by the brother in difficult times will carry him on to a loftier height than you have attained. Though there may be many on steps below, there is never any room for a holier-than-thou attitude. Remember, Jesus, who is our example, is at the top of the stairs, seated on the right hand of the Father. Though higher than some, you cannot boast of a position equal with Him. Neither can you with pride point to past experiences in which you were given faith to overcome a trial or defect in your Christian walk. It might be necessary for our loving Father to chasten, test, and bring you to the end of self before giving you more faith to ascend another step.

There is no place where you can claim to have reached the utmost height except at the top. There-the goal set for every Christian-is the position of complete Sanctification. We are exhorted in II Corinthians 7:1 to “cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God. The word “perfecting” here speaks of a process of making holy. Since we are exhorted to cleanse ourselves, obviously the reference is to the human side of Sanctification. The believer must exercise his faith: knowing and believing God’s Word. And the believer must exercise his will: yielding to and obeying the Word. As you are faced with the need of cleansing and a closer walk with the Lord, there must first be an act of faith in which you accept the fact of God’s ability and desire to cleanse you.（Romans 6:11）”        

                                                  “. There must then be an act of your will in which you voluntarily give yourself over to the Lord to do with you whatever is necessary give increase holy living （Romans 6:12-13）. This yielding to the Lord must be accompanied by a determination to turn from sin to God, a yielding of your “members as instruments of righteousness unto God.” When you, by believing God’s Word, yielding to it, and then obeying it, get victory over sin and mount the nest step, another height in Christian living is attained.

HIMSELF

by A. B. Simpson

Once it was the blessing,

     Now it is the Lord;

Once it was the feeling, 

     Now it is His Word.

Once His gift I wanted,

     Now the Giver own;

Once I sought for healing,

     Now Himself alone. 

Once a ‘twas painful trying,

     Now ‘tis perfect trust;

Once a half salvation, 

     Now the uttermost.

Once ‘twas constant drifting

     Now He holds me fast;

Once ‘twas constant drifting

     Now my anchor’s cast.

Once ‘twas busy planning,

     Now ‘tis trustful prayer;

Once ‘twas anxious caring, 

     Now He has the care.

Once ‘twas what I wanted,

     Now what Jesus says;

Once ‘twas constant asking, 

     Now ‘tis ceaseless praise.

Once it was my working,

     His it hence shall be;

Once I tried to use Him,

     Now He uses me.

Once the power I wanted,

     Now the Mighty One;

Once for self I labored, 

     Now for Him alone.

Once I hoped in Jesus, 

     Now I know He’s mine;

Once my lamps were dying,

    Now they brightly shine.

    Once for death I waited,

         Now His coming hail;    

    Once my hopes are anchored,

         Safe within the vail.

As you begin to climb the stairs, you may need to get victory over such sins as worldliness, lust, hatred, and wrath. As you triumph over these and walk closer to the Lord on a higher step, you will become more sensitive to sin. The lack of love, self-glory, pride, and jealousy will be seen as sin as you draw closer to Him. Then you come to the place where you see that your thoughts, your motives, and your dress must also be pleasing to the Father.

But these are all only a good start. The closer on moves to a light, the more obvious become all imperfections. You have been called out of darkness into light. As you ascend the stairway of holy living you come closer to the Light of the World, your Savior, the Lord Jesus. As you constantly climb close to Him, His light will continually reveal imperfections, dross, and sin in many forms. Things that were never considered sin will then be revealed as sin. One by one, victory is gained over these sins; and step by step as He works in you, you are perfecting holiness. This process goes on continually until one day at His coming you are made perfect-holiness has been perfected in you. Christ’s image, then, will have been formed in you.

God’s immediate goal in one’s Sanctification in this life, is progression toward holiness and conformity to Jesus Christ. God’s purpose for “the called,” is that they “be conformed to the image of His son.” This is the divine standard for belivers.

God’s Ultimate Goal for the Believer:

Complete Sanctification

God’s ultimate goal is that you be perfectly conformed to the image of Christ, which you now only partially resemble. “When he shall appear, we shall be like him” （I John 3:26）. At the return of Christ, the believer’s Sanctification will be complete. Indeed, the very presence of sin will be no more. At the sight of Him in all His beauty, your Sanctification will be perfected, completed. Then you will be a prepared saint, made holy for heaven through His grace and love.
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