JUSTIFICATION: ACCEPTED

IN THE BELOVED

INTRODUCTION

This lesson on JUSTIFICATON is one in the series on BASIC BIBLE TRUTHS. You will notice, as you read over the lesson, that some Scripture quotations are left blank. You will need to look up the reference in the bible and fill in the blanks. Study the course very carefully and fill in all Scripture blanks completely before trying to answer the test questions at the end of the course.

When you answer the test questions, you may review the lesson material at least twice before filling in the test. After you have finished the test, return the Test Section to the school from which you received this booklet. The address is on the back of the booklet.

As you study this lesson and take the test, pray that the Holy Spirit will guide and teach you this basic Bible truth. We want every one to do as well as possible, so do not rush through the course. As you read the lesson, keep in mind the study questions which will help you in taking the test. If some part of it is not clear to you, get the help of a Christian friend, or your instructor. Do your work neatly! Write so that it can be read easily! Read and follow all of the instructions very carefully.

The truths that are given in this course are those held by generations of Bible-believing scholars.

When you have satisfactorily completed this series of studies on the BASIC BIBLE TRUTHS, you will receive a beautiful certificate suitable for framing. If you have any questions, please write. Your instructor wants to be helpful to you.

An Outline of 

BASIC BIBLE TRUTH: JUSTIFICATION

I. THE MEANING OF JUSTIFICATION

A. Justification deals primarily with man’s relationship or standing with God.

B. Meaning of justification as used in the Scriptures

1. In the Old Testament

2. In the New Testament

II. THE ELEMENTS OF JUSTIFICANTION

A. The negative element-the forgiveness of sin and removal of its guilt

B. The positive element-the imputation of Christ’s to God’s favor

III. THE METHOD OF JUSTIFICATION

A. The negative side-not of works

B. The positive side

1. Its source-God’s free grace

2. Its basis-Christ’s righteousness and His shed blood

3. Its acquisition-through faith in Jesus Christ

To the praise

Of the glory of his grace,

Wherein he hath made us 

Accepted in the beloved.

Ephesians 1:6

STUDY QUESTIONS

LOOK FOR THE ANSWERS TO THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS AS YOU STUDY THIS LESSON. The answers will help you gain an insight into just a few of the many spiritual truths taught in this lesson.

1. What does justification deal with?

2. What is the definition of justification?

3. Why is there no question concerning man’s guilt before God?

   （Quote at least one verse of Scripture as evidence.）

4. What is the Old Testament meaning of justification?

5. What is the New Testament meaning of justification?

6. What are the two elements of justification?

7. Define the negative element of justification.

8. Define the positive element of justification.

9. When a sinner is justified by Christ, what does he receive?

10. What is the source of justification?

11. What is the ground or basis for our justification?

12. How are we justified?

Many of the Scripture references in this lesson are left blank for the student to locate in the Bible and write in. fill in the whole verse, or verses asked for.

NOTE

In the lesson text we have shown our respect by beginning pronouns and attributes referring to Deity with capital letters. Your Bible may not capitalize these.

JUSTIFICATION: ACCEPTED N THE

BELOVED

I. THE MEANING OF JUSTIFICATION

A. Justification deals primarily with man’s relationship or standing with God

The first tow lessons of this course-Repentance and Faith-have dealt primarily with the human responsein salvation. However, JUSTIFICATION is entirely a divine act, best understood as man’s relationship or standing with God. Regeneration, also a divine act （as we saw in lesson three）, has to do with a change in man’s nature when he becomes a believer. Justification has to do with the believer’s standing or position before God.

There is no question concerning man’s guilt before God, for “all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God” （Romans 3:23）. In the courtroom of God’s justice man stands condemned. But Jesus Christ, being absolutely without guilt, takes the sinner’s place and pays his penalty, satisfying the demands of the law. The guilty one is then judged as being in Christ. He is forgiven only because Christ became his substitute. Being judged in judge, declares that there is “no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus…”（Romans 8:1）. The sinner is now “accepted in the beloved 【Christ】” （Ephesians 1:6）.

B. The meaning of justification as used in the Scriptures

1. In the old Testament 

Here the term “to justify” means “JUDICLALY” to DECLARERIGHTEOUS. “This is very clearly stated in Exodus and Deuteronomy: “If there be a controversy between men, and they come unto judgment, that the judges may judge them; then they shall justify the righteous, and condemn the wicked” （Deuteronomy 25:1）.（Exodus 23:7）”               

 “（See also Proverbs 17:5 and Isaiah 5:23）The use of the term is, therefore, legal, meaning “to declare righteous” rather than make righteous in a moral sense. It deals with a man’s

standing before God, not his behavior or character. This interpretation of the term is further shown: 

a. By the term used in contrast to justification: “condemnation”
Reread Deuteronomy 25:1 in the previous paragraph. Note, too, how “condemn” is put as the opposite of “justify“ in Proverbs 17:15:”He that justifieth the wicked, and he that condemneth the just, even they both are abomination to 【hated by】the Lord.”
b. From expressions that mean the same thing

“Blessed is he whose transgression if forgiven, whose sin is covered. Blessed is the man unto whom the Lord imputeth not iniquity, and in whose spirit there is no guile” （Psalm 32:1,2）. In the Bible, “to impute” means “to credit with” or “give credit for.” “And he believed in the Lord; and he counted it to him for righteousness” （Genesis 15:6）. In this verse, the same Hebrew word used for  “imputeth” in Psalm 32:2 it translated “counted.”
2. In the New Testament

Here the term “to justify” carries with it the same meaning as found in the Old Testament, with an even more firm assertion that it is a legal declaration rather than a moral change（Acts 13:39）”                                       

                                            .”
          “What saith the scripture? Abraham believed God, and it was counted unto him for righteousness. Now to him that worketh is the reward not reckoned of grace, but of debt 【Wages are not a gift, but what is owed】. But to him that worketh not, but believeth on him that justifieth the ungodly, his faith is counted for righteousness. Even as David also describeth the blessedness of the man, unto whom God imputeth righteousness without works, Saying, Blessed are they whose iniquities are forgiven, and whose sins are covered. Blessed is the man to whom the Lord will not impute sin. “（Romans 4:3-8）. “Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ” （Romans 5:1）.（Romans 5:9）”                                         

                                                      .”
          One thing is clear from all of these verses: to justify does not mean to make one righteous, but to set forth as righteous; to declare righteous in a legal sense. Therefore, justification does not deal directly with man’s conduct or his basic character. Justification can be illustrated by a bookkeeping entry whereby God credits us with righteousness, because Christ’s perfect righteousness has been put to our account. As Paul said, he desired to “be found in him, not having mine own righteousness, which is of the law, but that which is through the faith of Christ, the righteousness which is of God by faith” （Philippians 3:9）.

          In the parable of the Pharisee and the publican in Luke 18, the Pharisee tried to justify himself, saying, “God, I thank thee, that I am not as other men are, extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even as this publican. I fast twice in the week, I give tithes of all that I possess. “But the record says that” the publican, standing afar off, would not lift up so much as his eyes unto heaven, but smote upon his breast, saying God be merciful to me a sinner. “Christ said,” I tell you, this man 【the publican】went down to his house justified rather than the other: for every one that exalteth himself shall be abased; and he that humbleth himself shall be exalted”（Luke 18:11-14）.

           Jesus, speaking to the Pharisees in Luke16:15, said, “Ye are they which justify yourselves before men; but God knoweth your hearts: for that which is highly esteemed among men is abomination in the sight of God.” No man can justify himself before God. （Romans 8:33）”                    
                                                      .”
           “For Christ also hath once suffered for sins, the just for the unjust, that he might ht bring us to God” （I Peter 3:18a）.

           Therefore, from the scriptural use of the term, we see that Justification is the judicial or legal act of God by which those who put their faith （TRUST）in Jesus Christ are forgiven, declared righteous and free from guilt.

II. THE ELEMENTS OF JUSTIFICATION

Justification has two elements, one negative and one positive. One is not complete without the other. They cannot be separated. 

A. The negative element

The negative element is God’s transferal of the sinner’s sin to His Son, and His placement of Christ under divine judgment on the cross. Justification and forgiveness, while not the same, initially accompany one another. We seldom give much thought to what it means from God’s standpoint to forgive sin. Forgiveness to us seems easy because we take such light, indifferent attitudes toward sin. But God is infinitely Holy. His Holiness is totally incompatible with sin. He has a divine hatred for sin; nevertheless, He freely forgives. This does not mean it is, or was , easy for Him; it cost Him His only Son.

The person who regards his sin as simply an offense against himself or against another will probably not understand or properly appreciate the scope of God’s forgiveness. We must first see sin as it really is , in all of its corruption（Isaiah 64:6）. Sin, no matter how seemingly great or small, is an offense against God and must be treated as such, for”…sin is the transgression of the law【God’s law】（I John 3:4）. When God forgives the offense, it is forgiveness for transgression against His own Holiness. Even those with light attitudes toward evil sometimes find it hard to forgive when they themselves are wronged.

The prophet Micah had evidently seen, in a measure, the extent of God’s forgiveness in contrast to the forgiveness of men when he said, “Who is a God like unto thee, that pardoneth iniquity【sin】, and passeth by the transgression of the remnant of his heritage? He retaineth not his anger for ever, because he delighteth in mercy… he will subdue our iniquities; and thou wilt cast all their sins into the depths of the sea”（Micah 7:18-19）. The Psalmist cried out to the Lord as the awful guilt of his sin gripped his conscience, （Psalm 130:3-4）”                       

                                               .”
Such forgiveness, based on Christ’s atoning sacrifice, accompanies justification.

But justification is more than forgiveness. Justification also removes the offender’s guilt at the moment he receives Christ as his substitute. There is no longer any need for fear. The justified sinner is made to realize that God no longer sees him as a guilty sinner deserving of death but as one who has never sinned. 

The Apostle Paul, in his great sermon on justification by faith, said to the church at Antioch, “Be it known unto you therefore, men and brethren, that through this man 【Jesus】is  preached unto you the forgiveness of sins: And by him all that believe are justified from all things, from which ye could not be justified by the law of Moses”（Acts 13:38-39）. God also spoke through the writer of the book of Hebrews, saying, “Their sins and iniquities will I remember no more”（Hebrews 10:17）, and as David said in Psalm 103:12, “ 

How great and complete is the forgiveness of God!

Therefore, when God justifies the sinner, He forgives all his sin, cleanses him of all guilt, and takes away the need for fear of ever being punished for his past offenses.

B. The positive element

The positive element of justification is that God imputed Christ’s righteousness to the sinner and placed him in God’s favor. One of the most blessed aspects of justification is that sin with its guilt and punishment is not only removed, but the sinner who trusts in God is now credited with the perfect righteousness of Christ and is thereby fully accepted by God.

The Apostle Paul wrote to the Romans that Christ’s righteousness is “unto all and upon all them that believe….”（Romans 3:22）, and that “as by the offence of one （Adam）judgment came upon all men to condemnation; even so by the righteousness of one 【Christ】the free gift came upon all men unto justification of life” （Romans 5:18）. “Abraham believed God, and it was imputed【counted】unto him for righteousness”（James 2:23a）. Imputation thus means that Christ’s righteousness was credited to Abraham’s account. “Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ”（Romans 5:1）.

An illustration of imputation is found in the book of Philemon. Onesimus, Philemon’s slave, had run away with some of his master’s possessions. He fled to Rome where he met Paul, one of Philemon’s close friends. Paul led Onesimus to a saving knowledge of Christ and sent him back to Philemon with this message:” If thou count me therefore a partner, receive him as myself. If he hath wronged thee, or oweth thee aught, put that on mine account”（Philemon 17,18）. This is imputation. It is exactly what Christ has also done for us.（Isaiah 53:5）”                         

                                                .”
Paul says that God “hath made him【Christ】to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the righteousness of God in him”（II Corinthians 5:21）. Christ suffered in our place, and we are accepted in Him on the basis of His merits alone （Ephesians 1:6）.

III. THE METHOD OF JUSTIFICATION

A. The negative side-not  of works

Justification is not obtained by keeping the law. This truth is clearly and definitely taught in the Scripture. Therefore, “by the deeds of the law there shall no flesh be justified in his sight: for by the law is the knowledge of sin”（Romans 3:20）. Before the judgment bar of God no man can establish his own righteousness through obedience to the law. The law is absolutely without effect to produce right relations with God, for “if there had been a law given which could have given life, verily righteousness should have been by the law. But the scripture hath concluded all under sin, that the promise by faith of Jesus Christ might be given to them that believe. But before faith came, we were kept under the law, shut up unto the faith which should afterwards be revenaled. Wherefore the law was our schoolmaster 【teacher】to bring us unto Christ, the we might be justified by faith”（Galatians 3:21b-24）.

Justification cannot be obtained by keeping the Old Testament law. The purpose of this law is to make us aware of sin: “for by the law is the knowledge of sin.” The law brings sin to light but cannot remove it . The law clearly defines sin and shows the extent of its power, but the law can never bring livberty and freedom from sin.

Paul said that ”as many as are of the works of the law are under the curse: for it is written, Cursed is every one that continueth not in all things which are written in the book of the law to do them”（Galatians 3:10）.（Galatians 3:11）”                 

Since no man is capable of continual perfect obedience to the law, justification on this basis is impossible. The purpose of the law is, as Paul says, “That every mouth may be stopped, and all the world may become guilty before God” （Romans 3:19b）.

“Konwing that a man is not justified by the works of the law, but by the faith of Jesus Christ,” Paul says, “even we have believed in Jesus Christ, that we might be justified by the works of the law: for by the works of the law shall no flesh be justified” （Galatians 2:16）. “Therefore we conclude that a man is justified by faith without the deeds of the law”（Romans 3:28）.

Justification before God cannot be on basis of good deeds. Cain sought to approach God on the basis of his works. God did not respect his offering（Genesis 4）. In God’s sight, “all our righteousnesses [good deeds] are as filthy rags”（Isaiah 64:6）. Offering God our deeds in return for Christ’s righteousness, would mean Christ’s atoning death was unnecessary, and our salvation a bargain between us and God rather than a free gift（Romans 6:23）. Our standing before God can never be based on our good deeds. This is made clear in Ephesians 2:8 and 9, and Titus 3:5. 

It becomes a matter, therefore, of choosing between opposites. Only one can be true without any mixture of the other. It is either:

WORKS  or FAITH

LAW     or PROMISE

DOING   or BELIEVING

WAGES  or A FREE GIFT

MOSES  or CHRIST

B. The positive side

1. Its source-God’s free grace

Grace is defined as the unmerited favor of God-favor that we in no way deserve. Because justification is a judicial act which only God can perform and since no one deserves His favor, therefore, justification is wholly of GRACE. His free grace is the source of justification.

This explains Paul’s declaration that we are （Romans 3:24）” 

“Freely” indicates that it is granted without our doing anything whatsoever to deserve it. If it is the free gift of God, it must originate with Him. Man can have no part in it except to receive it, nor can he do anything to justify himself. However, God does not act as an absolute sovereign to set aside the law, but as a righteous judge. Recognizing and acknowledging Christ’s full payment of the penalty in our behalf, He can be both “Just and the justifier” （Romans 3:26）at the same time.

Paul summarizes it in his letter to Titus, saying, “We ourselves also were sometimes foolish, disobedient, deceived, serving divers【different】lusts and pleasures, living in malice and envy, hateful, and hating one another. But after that the kindness and love of God our Saviour toward man appeared, Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to his merch he saved us, by the washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost; which he shed on us abundantly through Jesus Christ our Saviour; That being justified by his grace, we should be made heirs according to the hope of eternal life”（Titus 3:3-7）. God freely forgives the sinner and receives him as His very own child. How marvelous is His matchless grace!

2. Its basis-Christ’s righteousness and His shed blood

The grounds of our justification are found in the blood of Jesus Christ （through which we receive forgiveness of sins）and in His perfect righteousness which is imputed to us. In Romans 3:24-25 Paul declares that we are “justified freely by his grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus: Whom God hath set forth to be a propitiation【atoning sacrifice】through faith in his blood, to declare his righteousness for the remission of sins…”Because we are” justified by his blood, we shall be saved from wrath 【God’s anger】through him”（Romans 5:9）. God “hath made him（Christ）to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the righteousness of God in him”（II Corinthians 5:21）.

Christ’s death on the cross and the shedding of His blood are vitally connected with our justification. In fact, it is impossible to separate the two ideas. This, then throws new light upon the Old Testament sacrifices, which can no longer be viewed as meaningless butchery, for “without shedding of blood is no remission “（Hebrews 9:22b）.

God planned our justification in heaven even before the foundation of the world. All of the Old Testament sacrifices were but types（examples）pointing to that one great sacrifice by which we are “sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all” （Hebrews 10:10）. Under the Old Testament pattern, the priests ministered daily and offered “oftentimes the same sacrifices, which can never take away sins: But this man 【Christ】, after he had offered one sacrifice for sins for ever, sat down on the right hand of God …For by one offering he hath perfected for ever them that are sanctified “（Hebrews 10:11b, 12, 14）. Thus, the death of Christ on the cross became the basis of our justification, for we are “justified by his blood”（Romans 5:9）.

3. Its reception-appropriated（made our won）through faith in Jesus Christ
If justification is solely a work of God’s free grace, how can man be justified? The Scripture says we are justified through faith and by faith. Faith must, therefore, be the instrument through which we receive （appropriate）Christ and His perfect righteousness.

Paul says that God has set Jesus Christ forth “To declare…at this time his righteousness: that he might be just, and the justifier of him which believeth in Jesus”（Romans 3:26）and that “we conclude that a man is justified by faith without the deeds of the law”（Romans 3:28）.（Romans 5:1）”       

                                            .”
   The Scripture, however, never says that we are justified on account of faith or because of our faith, so that faith is never represented as the foundation of our justification nor an end in itself. If this were the case, faith would have to be regarded as a work by which man becomes deserving of justification. Paul consistently opposes this. He strikes a fatal blow to self-righteousness in Romans 4:5 when He says, “but to him that worketh not, but believeth on him that justifieth the ungodly, his faith is counted for righteousness. “When a man’s “faith all trust in this own works and committing himself wholly to the mercy of God for his justification. The Scripture says, “all that believe are justified from all things, from which ye could not be justified by the law of Moses”（Acts 13:39）.

   The blood of Jesus Christ is sufficient to save every sinner, but only those who believe in Him are justified. The very best of men need to be saved by simple faith in Jesus Christ, and the worst need nothing more. There is no difference in the need or in the method by which that need is met. All sinners meet on common ground, and the basis of their justification and the conditions for receiving it never change.

   We are told in Habakkuk 1:13, “Thou art of purer eyes than to behold evil, and canst not look on iniquity…” In the Old Testament God showed His wrath against sin in the judgments He poured out, as at Sodom and Gomorrah（Genesis 19）. When Christ offered Himself for sin upon the cross, God poured out His wrath upon Him, punishing sin （Isaiah 53:6）. Now, because God’s Son has borne the penalty for sin-death （Romans 5:12）-God can accept the believing sinner without sacrificing His Holiness. Because the believer is seen as being in Christ, God can declare him righteous. This is justification! One must then realize that justification is “not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to his mercy…”（Titus 3:5）. Justification occurs when one believes on Him that justifieth the ungodly: “that the promise by faith of （in）Jesus Christ might be given to them that believe”（Galatians 3:22b）. from the use of the words “faith” and “believe” in relation to justification, it is clear that faith is the means by which we receive Christ and have His righteousness imputed to us.

   In conclusion, justification is a judicial act of God in heaven whereby the repentant sinner, because of his faith in Christ and in view of his immediate regeneration, has credited to his account all the righteousness of Jesus Christ. Therefore, the following things may be said of justification:

1. It does not make the believing sinner righteous, but God declares him righteous in His sight.

2. It is a divine act, not a process.

3. It is a permanent position（Romans 8:1）.

4. It is a perfect standing before God which cannot be improved upon or added to by man. 

5. It is a truth to be enjoyed.

INTRODUCTION TO EXAMINATION

On the

BASIC BIBLE TRUTH: FAITH

Do not try to answer the questions in this test section until you have filled in all of the blank Scripture quotations in the lesson section and have studied the course thoroughly. The primary purpose of this test is to show you how much you have learned and what you need to study again.

This course has been arranged so that you can keep the lesson section. Page number（s） following each question indicate the location of the answer in the text. Please follow all of the instructions carefully.

Return only the TEST SECTION to us. Keep the lesson section so that you can refer to it later. When you have satisfactorily completed this series of lessons, we will send you a certificate suitable for framing.

JUSTIFICATION GLOSSARY

ABASED. To humble or humiliate; lower or bring down.

ABOMINATION. Great loathing; anything hateful; offensive to the moral or religious belief or to the natural inclination of the soul.

ATONE. Redeem; give satisfaction; pay penalty for sin.

CHASTISEMENT. Punishment; correction.

CONDEMNATION. Declare guilty.

CURSE. To call for God to send evil or hurt to some person; God’s denunciation of sin and the penalties that follow. 

GRACT. Unmerited favor.

GUILE. Deceitful talk or conduct.

IMPUTATION. Attribute（esp. a fault or misconduct）to another’s account; “Put that on mine account”（Philemon 1:18）; moral debt.

INIQUTTY. Sin; wickedness.

JUDICIALLY. Legally in a court of law.

JUSTIFICATION. To be declared righteous by God.

PHARISEE. Member of Jewish sect that rigidly observed the law, written or oral.

PUBLICAN. A Jew who collected tax from his own people for the Roman government, exacting more than necessary to his own benefit. 

REDEMPTION. Deliverance from some evil by payment of a price.

REMISSION. Forgiveness; removal of guilt; pardon.

REPULSIVENEESS. Tending to repel; causing strong dislike.

SCHOOLMASTER. Teacher.

SOVEREING. Supreme rulership.

TTTHES. One tenth of income.

TRANSGRESSION. Breech of law, duty, etc.; sin.
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