REGENERATION：CREATED IN HIS IMAGE

INTRODUCTION

This lessen on REGENERATION is one in the series of BASIC BIBLE TRUTHS. You will notice, as you read over the lessen, that some Scripture quotations are left blank. You will need to look up the references in the Bible and fill in the blanks. Study the course very carefully and fill in all Scripture blanks completely before trying to answer the test questions. 

Review the lessen material at least twice before filling in the test. After you have finished the test, return the Test Section（center pages）to the school from which you received this booklet. 

As you study this lessen and take the test, pray that the Holy Spirit will guide and teach you this basic Bible truth. We want everyone to do as well as possible, so do not rush through the course. As you read the lessen, keep in mind the study questions which will help you in taking the test. If some part of it is not clear to you, get the help of a Christian friend, or your instructor. Do your work neatly！Write so that it may be read easily！Read and follow all of the instructions very carefully.

The truths that are given in this course are those held by generations of Bible-believing scholars.

When you have satisfactorily completed this series of studies on the BASIC BIBLE TRUTHS, you will receive a beautiful certificate suitable for framing. If you have any questions, please write. Your instructor wants to be helpful to you.

An Outline of

BASIC BIBLE TRUTH: REGENERATION

I. THE IMPORTANCE OF REGENERATION 

II. REGENERATION DEFINED

III. WHAT REGENERATION IS NOT

A. It is not baptism

B. It is not reformation

IV. WHAT REGENERATION IS 

A. It is a spiritual quickening 

B. It is receiving a new nature 

C. It is receiving new desires 

V. THE NECESSITY OF REGENERATION

A. Because of man’s sinful condition

B. Because of God’s holiness

VI. THE METHOD OF REGENERATION

A. It is the work of God 

B. There is also a human element

1. Yielding go God 

2. Believing the word of God 

3. Personally accepting Christ

STUDY QUESTIONS

LOOK FOR THE ANSWERS TO THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS AS YOU STUDY THIS LESSEN. the answers will help you to gain an insight into just a few of the many spiritual truths taught in this lessen. The regular test you will take when you complete the study is in the center of the booklet.

1. Why is the study of regeneration important?

2. What is regeneration? 

3. What art two things that people substitute for regeneration?

4. What is the new nature?

5. How do we receive it?

6. Why is the new birth necessary?

7. How does regeneration take place?

8. Is a personal acceptance of Jesus Christ necessary?

MANY OF THE SCRIPTURE REFERENCES IN THIS LESSON ARE LEFT BLANK FOR THE STUDENT TO LOCATE IN THE BIBLE AND WRITE IN. FILL IN THE WHOLE VERSE, OR VERSES ASKED FOR.

NOTE

In the lesson text, we have shown our respect by beginning pronouns and attributes referring to Deity with capital letters. Your bible may not capitalize these.

REGENERATION:

CREATED

IN

HIS

IMAGE

I. THE IMPORTANCE OF REGENERATION

Understanding regeneration is necessary in order to distinguish between true and false teaching. The Bible teaches plainly that there is no other way of becoming a Christian except through regeneration（the new birth）.

As Nicodemus came to Jesus under the cover of darkness, our Lord told him that “Except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God” （John 3:3b）. This means that if a man is not born again, he cannot enter heaven. Nicodemus was a good, moral man and a ruler of the Jews. He was highly respected by everyone, but Jesus looked into the depths of his heart and saw his real need. He said to Nicodemus, （John 3:7）”                           

                                                  “
Nicodemus was also a strict Pharisee. The Pharisees stood for the rigid observance of the law. Elsewhere Jesus said, “Except your righteousness shall exceed the righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees, ye shall in no case enter into the kingdom of heaven” （Matthew 5:20）. Being moral and living a good life is not enough to make a person fit for heaven. Regeneration is the door by which we enter the Christian life. If we do not enter that door, we do not enter at all.

II. REGENERATION DEFINED

Regeneration is the direct act of God by which we are admitted into His family. Generation means “to produce offspring” or “cause to be born”; re in Latin means “again.” So we have a complex word, （re）-generation, meaning “to be born again” or “that which is born again.”
People from every walk of life substitute other things for God’s appointed means of entering into the kingdom of heaven. We shall now look at two of these substitutes.

Baptism…should be

One of the first acts of obedience

By the newborn child of God.

Matthew 28:19

III. WHAT REGENERATION IS NOT

A. Regeneration is not baptism

Baptism is the identification of the believer with his savior and Lord. It pictures his death to the old life of sin, and resurrection to his new life in Christ （Romans 6:4）. Baptism is not salvation. Nor does it produce salvation, but it should be one of the first acts of obedience by the newborn child of God （Matthew 28:19）.

Passages that would appear to teach baptism as essential to, to the means of, salvation, have been erroneously interpreted. Titus 3:5. “Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to his mercy he saved us, by the washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost; …”speaks of accomplished at salvation.

Other passages indicating that “washing” means “cleansing” are: Ephesians 5:26:”…with the washing of water by the word,” and John 15:3:”Now ye are clean through the word…” The Holy Spirit uses the Word of God in regeneration. This is clearly set forth in James 1:18:”Of his own will begat he us with the word of truth…”
The Ethiopian eunuch said, “See, here is water; what doth hinder me to be baptized? And Philip said, If thou believest with all thine heart, thou mayest. And he answered and said, I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God. And he commanded the chariot to stand still: and they went down both into the water, both Philip and the eunuch; and he baptized him” （Acts 8:36-38）.We see here that Philip baptized the Ethiopian after he believed. The thief on the cross was not baptized at all, but we know from Christ’s words to him that he really experienced the new birth as he hung there, because Jesus said to him, “To day shalt thou be with me in paradise” （Luke 23:43）. Baptism, then, is done in obedience to God’s command after someone has been born again. In that limited sense it results from salvation. It is part of salvation, nor is it proper before one is born again.

B. regeneration is not reformation 

By reformation we mean turning over a new leaf and quitting certain sins to live a better life in our own strength. “For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: Not of works, lest any man should boast. For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before ordained that we should walk in them”（Ephesians 2:8-10）.

We may change or reform for a time in our own strength, but we cannot produce holy lives by our own efforts. As sinners by nature, we cannot live up to God’s standard. He is a Holy God, and His standard is perfect holiness. （Romans 3:23）”            

                                               .“
IV. WHAR REGENERATION IS

A. Regeneration is a spiritual quickening-a new birth 

Regeneration is the impartation（free gift）of a new and divine life, a new creation-the production of a new thing. It is not a change in your old nature; it is the free gift of a new nature. This nature is given to you by God the moment you repent of your sin and turn to God for salvation. Anyone can receive the new birth who will admit to God his（her）sinful condition and receive Jesus as Savior. 

Regeneration is not an evolutionary process-a gradual climb toward God-but it is a miraculous work done by God. We are created anew in Christ Jesus the moment we believe. 

All who have not been born again are” dead in trespasses and sins”（Ephesians 2:1）. “Even when we were dead in sins,[God] hath quickened us together with Christ, （by grace ye are saved;）”Ephesians2:5）.（John 5:21）”                  

                              .” “And you hath he quickened, who were dead in trespasses and sins: . . . . For we are his workmanship created in Christ Jesus unto good works . . . “（Ephesians 2:1,10）. The word “quicken” means” to make alive.” ”That which is born of the flesh is flesh; and that thee, Ye must be born again. The wind bloweth where it Iisteth, 【chooses】, and thou hearest the sound thereof, but canst not tell whence it cometh, and whither it goeth: so is everyone that is born of the Spirit” （John 3:6-8）. It is God doing Genesis 1:26 over again: And God said, Let us make man in our image, after our likeness…” “That…ye might be partakers of the divine nature…”（II Peter 1:4）.

Through regeneration we pass

“from death unto life.”
Through regeneration we pass “from death unto life.” “He that heareth my word, and believeth on him 【believes him】 that sent me, hath everlasting life, and shall not come into condemnation; but is passed from death unto life” （John 5:24）. Regeneration is a supernatural work of God.

B. Through regeneration we receive a new nature-God’s nature

In regeneration we are made partakers of the divine nature. “Whereby are given unto us exceeding great and precious promises: that by these ye might be partakers of the divine nature…”（II Peter 1:4）. This divine nature is called “the new man.” “Put on the new man, which after God is created in righteousness and true holiness” （Ephesians 4:24）. “And have put on the new man, which is renewed in knowledge after the image of him 【God】that created him”（Colossians 3:10）.

The Apostle Paul expressed his own experience this way, （Galatians 2:20）”                                     

                                                “ 

Note that Paul is speaking about two “I’s.” The first  “I” is Paul’s old nature which has its roots in sin; the second “I” is his new nature which has its roots in righteousness （Christ）. In fact, it is God Himself dwelling in the believer.

“Therefore if any man be in Christ,

he is a new creature:

old things are passed away;

behold, all things are become new.”
II Corinthians 5:17

The old nature was crucified （put to death）with Christ. “Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new” （II Corinthians 5:17）. “To whom God would make known what is the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles; which is Christ in you, the hope of glory”（Colossians 1:27）.

C. New desires are given to those who have been born again

Before the new birth, man’s only interests are in pleasing himself （the flesh）with the things of this world. But after the new life is received, there is an appetite for spiritual things. A new governing power comes into a man’s life when he is born again, and by this power he is able to become increasingly holy in experience, as we read in Acts, “And a certain woman named Lydia, a seller of purple, of the city of Thyatira, which worshipped God, heard us: whose heart the Lord opened, that she attended unto the things which were spoken of Paul” （Acts 16:14）.”A new heart also will I give you, and a new spirit will I put within you:…And I will put my spirit within you, and cause you to walk in my statutes, and ye ;shall keep my judgments, and do them”（Ezekiel 36:26a, 27）.”For they that are after the flesh 【human nature】do mind the things of the flesh; but they that are after the Spirit of God dwell in you…”（Romans 8:9）.（II Corinthians 5:17）”                   

“Regeneration is crisis with a view to a process.”（W. Evans, Great Doctrines of the Bible, P. 153）.This crisis causes us to have a new attitude toward God and His Word and starts us on the process of growth n holiness.

Turn to page 13 to continue the lesson

Before completing the test section.

V. THE NECESSITY OF REGENERATION

A. Regeneration is necessary because of man’s sinful condition

The need of regeneration is universal and is as far reaching as sin and the human race. Every man is a sinner.（Romans 3:10）”   

                                               “ 

“For all have sinned and come short of the glory of God”（Romans 3:23）. The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked…”（Jeremiah 17:9）.

Not to be born again is to be lost, because there is no substitute for the new birth. “For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision availeth anything, nor uncircumcision, but a new creature”（Galatians 6:15）. The absolute necessity of the new birth is clearly stated by our Lord:” Except a man 【any person】be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God” （John 3:3b）.

God created Adam, the first man, in His own image. ”And God said, Let us make man in our image, after our likeness…” （Genesis 1:26a）. “And the Lord God formed man of the dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living soul” （Genesis 2:7）. God wanted to have fellowship with man whom He had created for His own glory. Man was the object of His affections. But to have fellowship, Adam must also show his love for God by obedience. Therefore, Adam was given a free will to express his love toward his Creator. If God had demanded or forced Adam’s love, Adam’s affection would have been the result of fear and would not have been true love. He would be nothingmore than a puppet in the hands of a mighty Creator. Adam’s love must be proved by a test. He was placed in a beautiful garden with freedom to eat all the fruit except from one tree, the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. This was the test: God said, “Thou shalt not eat of it : for in the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die” （Genesis 2:17）. Adam and Eve, our first parents, disobeyed God’s command. “And when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was pleasant to the eyes, and that it was pleasant to the eyes, and a tree to be desired to make one wise, she took of the fruit thereof, and did eat…and he did eat” （Genesis 3:6）. So Adam and Eve both ate, and because of Adam’s disobedience, all men became sinners, for “by one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin; and so death passed uon all men, for that all have sinned” （Romans 5:12）.

That scene in the garden of Eden is re-enacted in the life of each one of us. We all come to the same crossroads in life What is our decision? One road is marked “obedience” and “life”; the other “disobedience” and “death.” We automatically take the road to destruction; this is our “natural” impulse. “That which is born of the flesh is flesh…”（John 3:6）, and it can never by any human process become anything else. Jeremiah says, “Can the Ethiopian change his skin, or the leopard his spots? then may ye also do good, that are accustomed to do evil”（Jeremiah 13:23）. Paul tells us in Romans, （Romans 8:8）”                        

                                                “
and in our flesh “dwelleth no good thing…”（Romans 7:18）.By our natural birth in the flesh our mind is darkened so that we cannot understand spiritual truth. “The natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto him: neither can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned 【understood】” （I Corinthians 2:14）.

B. Regeneration is necessary because God is Holy and Righteous and cannot tolerate sin

“The Lord is righteous in all his ways, and holy in all his works” （Psalm 145:17）. We are commanded to “Follow peace with all men, and holiness, without which no man shall see the Lord” （Hebrews 12:14）. “And ye shall be holy unto me: for I the Lord am holy…”（Leviticus 20:26）. “O Lord God of Israel, thou art righteous: for we remain yet escaped, as it is this day: behold, we are before thee in our trespasses: for we cannot stand before thee because of this”（Ezra 9:15）.

Since without holiness no man shall see God（remember Hebrews 12:14）, and since we cannot attain or reach this holiness by our own efforts or any natural development, the regeneration of our nature is absolutely necessary. This change, which makes it possible for us to be accepted before a Holy God, takes place when we are born again.

Actually, 

We have little more to do with the new birth 

Than we did with our natural birth.

VI. THE METHOD OF REGENERATION

A. Regeneration is the work of God

Regeneration is a divine work （a work of God）. It is not accomplished by our decision to be a better person, to quit certain sins, to go to church, nor by any ceremony, ritual or sacrament. （John 1:12-13）”                                   

                                    .”The new birth is not received from our parents; from them we receive Adam’s nature, the “old man” （the flesh）, with all of its desires for evil. Nor do we receive the new birth from any preacher, priest or evangelist. It is the work of God. “Of his own will begat he us with the word of truth, that we should be a kind of firstfruits of his creatures” （James 1:18）. Actually, we have little more to do with the new birth than we did with our natural birth. Our only part is to invite God to do the work of regeneration in us. Thus regeneration is accomplished by God, as the Holy Spirit uses the Word of God to convict of sin and then to cleanse all who yield to His invitation to accept His Son as Savior. When spiritual birth is accomplished, God becomes our Father.

B. The human element

1. You must be willing for God to do this work in you 

    When man was created he was given the power to choose. This was part of God’s plan so that man by his own free will could show his love for God the Father. On the other hand, man could reject God and choose his own way. This is what happened in the Garden of Eden when Eve ate of the forbidden fruit（Genesis 3）, and gave to her husband. By this act of disobedience sin first entered the human race and man lost his spiritual life through spiritual death （Genesis 2:17）. Thus began man’s need of the new birth. But he never lost the power of choice.

God cannot,

Nor will He ever,

Do the work of regeneration

Unless you are willing.

Henceforth God has been seeking man and wooing him with cords of love. In Genesis 3:9 we read, “The Lord God called unto Adam, and said unto him, Where art thou?” Though the prophet Isaiah, the longing of God the Father is expressed in these words, “Look unto me, and be ye saved, all the ends of the earth…”（Isaiah 45:22）. All through the Bible we find the invitation presented clearly. In the very last chapter （Revelation 22:17）, it is stated in unmistakable language: “The Spirit and the bride say, Come. And whosoever will, let him take the water of life freely.” So God cannot, nor will He ever, do the work of regeneration unless you are willing.

2. You must believe the word and message of the Gospel

    The Gospel is the good news that Jesus Christ died on the cross for our sins and that He was raised from the dead for our justification.（Romans 1:16）”                       

                     “The Bible was written, “that ye might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing ye might have life through his name”（John 20:31）. Jesus said, “blessed are they that hear the word of God, and keep it “（Luke 11:28）. “Aand by him all that believe are justified from all things, from which ye could not be justified by the law of Moses”（Acts 13:39）.

If you do not accept Him as your Savior you cannot be saved. Salvation is offered to all men, but all men will not believe and be saved.

All must believe to be saved, and all Who Believe the Gospel receive the “righteousness of God which is by faith of Jesus Christ unto all and upon all them that believe…”（Romans 3:22）. “For with the heart man believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation”（Romans 10:10）.

After this experience in his own life, Paul was able to say with full assurance, “I know whom I have believed, and am persuaded that he is able to keep that which I have committed unto him against that day”（II Timothy 1:12b）. We can know, and we need to know, just as the Apostle did. We also can have this complete assurance by accepting God’s Word as being true and trustworthy. He is truth:（John 14:6）”                                                

                     “. And His Word is truth（John 17:17）.

3. There must be a personal acceptance of Jesus Christ 

    “As many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God, even to them that believe on his name”（John 1:12）. God does the work of regeneration, but you must invite Him to do it （Revelation 3:20）.

Jesus explained the human side of regeneration to Nicodemus. “And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of man be lifted up”（John 3:14）. When the Israelites were wandering in the wilderness after having sinned against God, the fiery （poisonous）serpent bit them, and many were dying（Numbers 21:6）. Moses asked God what to do about it, and God told him to place a serpent of brass upon a pole. Everyone who looked in faith at that serpent would be healed. Imagine this scene: One man who has looked and has been healed goes back to the tent to a sick friend and tells all about it. The sick friend cries out, “It’s no use; my fever is too high. My body is wracked with pain and I do not have the strength to look. Can’t you see that I am dying?” “But,” says his friend “I know that this look will help you and heal you. I looked and I was healed.” The man looks, and a new light comes into his eyes. He feels better in an instant; new life is flowing through his veins. “Why, I am better,” he says. “Look! My flesh is whole; I am well again! Glory to God, I have been saved from death!”
Over there Jesus is hanging upon a cross. He says, “Look unto me, and be ye saved, all the ends of the earth…”（Isaiah 45:22）. But a poor sinner says, “That is not for me; I am too far gone in sin.” And the voice of Jesus comes to him: ”though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow…”（Isaiah 1:18b）. The poor sinner looks; he is saved. He is born again; he becomes a child of God. This regeneration is what happens when a sinner looks in faith to the Lord Jesus Christ, repenting of his sins.

“Look unto me, and be ye saved, 

all the ends of the earth….”
Isaiah 45:22

INTRODUCTION TO EXAMINATION

On the

BASIC BIBLE TRUTH:

REGENTRATION

Do not try to answer the questions in this test section until you have filled in all of the blank Scripture quotations in the lesson section and have studied the course thoroughly. The primary purpose of this test is to show you how much you have learned and what you need to study again.

This course has been arranged so that you can keep the lesson section. Page number（s） following each question indicate the location of the answer in the text. Please follow all of the instructions carefully.

Return only the TEST SECTION to us. Keep the lesson section so that you can refer to it later. When you have satisfactorily completed this series of lessons, we will send you a certificate suitable for framing.
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